COVER SHEET

MODIFICATIONS TO GAMECOCK A MOA
ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT
Responsible Agency:  United States Air Force, Air Combat Command
Cooperating Agency:  Federal Aviation Administration

Proposed Action:  Modifications to Gamecock Alpha (A) Military Operations Area (MOA) in North Carolina  
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Designation:  Final Environmental Assessment

Abstract:  The purpose of the proposed action is to lower the floor of Gamecock A MOA from 7,000 feet mean sea level (MSL) to 3,000 feet above ground level (AGL).  Lowering the floor of Gamecock A MOA would increase the vertical extent of the airspace unit and provide the dimensions necessary for A-10 pilots from the 23d Fighter Group at Pope Air Force Base (AFB) to efficiently and realistically conduct air-to-ground training sortie-operations.  Under the proposed action, A-10 pilots would be able to perform high altitude dive bomb maneuvers and be able to conduct more realistic and less constrained simulated high angle strafe, and dive bomb maneuvers in airspace managed and scheduled by Pope AFB.
Under the proposed action, the Air Force would implement three modifications.  First, the MOA name would be changed from Gamecock A MOA to Warthog A MOA; second, the floor of the MOA would be lowered from 7,000 feet MSL to 3,000 feet AGL; and lastly, the new airspace from 6,999 feet MSL to 3,000 feet AGL would be split into two separate, independently operated areas – Warthog Bravo (B) MOA and Warthog Charlie (C) MOA.  Utilization of Warthog B and C MOAs would be 80 percent versus 20 percent, respectively.  In addition to the proposed action, the Air Force analyzed the no-action alternative.  Under the no-action alternative, the Air Force would not request modification of the Gamecock A MOA at this time.
